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David’s Waiting-Room Experience 

Theme: Trusting God’s Unfailing Love 
 Tan Sin Liang 

 
Background to David’s Waiting-room Experience 

 
Failure of King Saul 
 
We saw in the last lesson how Saul became the king of Israel. Though he 
reigned for 42 years, Saul was a failure. So the first King of Israel was a failure. 
 

God even regretted that He appointed Saul (1 Sam 15:10). While Saul was 

ruling Israel, God was preparing to appoint another king after Saul. This time 

God would choose a “man that is after His own heart”. God then sent prophet 

Samuel on a special mission to look for this ‘man after God’s own heart’. Luckily 

for Samuel, God told him which family in which city to go to. But God never told 

him which member of this family. 

So Samuel arrived in Bethlehem and he found the family of Jesse. If you were 

Jessee, how would you feel when you suddenly saw prophet Samuel at your 

door? You don’t normally get a prophet dropping by for tea. If a prophet visits 

you, it is usually good news or bad news. So why this sudden un-announced 

visit by Samuel? If you were Jesse, would you welcome Samuel with gladness 

or trepidation? If it was me, the latter. 

After an exchange of pleasantries, Samuel asked if he could see his sons. 

Jessee might have asked: “Which son?” Samuel said, “All your sons”. So 

Jessee went and rounded up all his boys and brought them to the house. Each 

of the sons would have asked, “Papa, Why?” The father’s reply, “To see prophet 

Samuel. He is now in the house waiting for you guys” The Jesse Boys might 

have protested to the father, “Father, what have we done wrong? We swear, 

except for some ‘minor infractions’, we have committed no great sins”. 

The Jessee Boys Pageant show 
 
Since God never told Samuel which of Jessee Boys would be anointed King of 

Israel, he decided to stage an impromptu “Jesse Boys pageant” show in 

Jessee’s own home. They were lined up in a straight line (like a police 

identification parade in a police jail). Samuel went to each one of them and 

examined them from head to toe. All this while, the Jessee Boys had no clue 

what it was all about. “Is he making one of us to be a priest?”, they may have 

whispered to each other. Suddenly, Samuel stopped at Eliab. He saw what he 
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liked (he was tall and handsome); so he thought this must be God’s chosen 

one. But God stopped Samuel: 

 

 
So none of Jesse’s Boys in the pageant parade were found to be the ‘winner’. 
This prompted Samuel to ask Jesse: “Are these all your sons? Only 7 sons? 
Any more sons?” Jesse may have replied: “Oh well, there’s one more. He’s the 
youngest, out somewhere in the field looking after my sheep. He’s just a lad. 
I’m sure he doesn’t count. He’s just too young.” Samuel said: “No. No. No. Bring 
him in. Let me have a look at him and see whether he’s the missing one I’m 
looking for.” 
 

Secret Anointment of David 

 

So young David was ‘summoned’ into the house. He was not sure what the fuss 

was all about. Being the youngest, nobody tells him anything. Entering into his 

home, was this young, handsome, ruddy-looking lad with beautiful eyes. And 

the Lord said to Samuel: “Samuel! Arise! This is he, anoint him.” So David called 

back from the fields, walked into his home and was anointed the King of Israel! 

Just like that. And poor David wasn’t even shortlisted in this ‘pageant parade.’ 

 
So in the privacy of Jesse’s home, young David was anointed to be King of 

Israel. No one, except his family, knew of this momentous day. We do not know 

how old was David when Samuel anointed him. So while King Saul remained 

King of Israel, David was secretly anointed to be the next King of Israel.  

 
David knew he would be King of Israel one day. But God did not tell him when. 
David was not about to become the King of Israel the next day or in the 
immediate future. 
 
He was too young to be the King of Israel. God had to prepare David to be the 

King of Israel. And what a preparation awaited young shepherd boy David. What 

young David did not know was that God was preparing him for a long, intense, 

life-and-death ‘waiting-room’ experience which no other King of Israel 

would undergo. And what a king he would turn out to be. There would be no 

other King like King David in the entire history of Israel. 

 

“Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t 
make decision the way you do! People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at a person’s thoughts and intentions”.      
                     
                      (1 Sam 16:7)  
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King David’s “Waiting-Room” Experience 

 

The journey David undertook from a mere shepherd boy to the King of Israel & 

Judah was marked with triumph and tragedies. He faced numerous perilous 

moments of life and death situations. He spent most of his time living like a 

fugitive, hiding and running for his life. Running away from King Saul, who was 

hell-bent in killing him. He was pursued relentlessly day and night and 

everywhere. Why did King Saul want to kill David? Jealousy. Ironically, David’s 

problem started after he killed Goliath (on behalf of King Saul). The women 

started to dance and sing: “Saul kills his 1,000s and David kills his 10,000s.” (1 

Sam 18:7). King Saul’s jealousy grew even greater, it consumed him so 

completely that he wanted to kill David. So the women sang the wrong song.  

This is the back drop to David’s “waiting-room” experience. 
 

Consider what David had to endure during his “waiting-room” period: 

(1) Twice King Saul tried to spear David while David was playing the harp in 

the palace to calm Saul’s evil spirit down (1 Sam 18:11, 1 Sam 19:10). 

 

(2) King Saul gave his hand to his daughter’s (Michal) marriage to David to 

have him killed in battle by demanding from David a dowry of 100 

foreskins of Philistine soldiers. David accepted the challenge and 

delivered 200 instead. (1 Sam 18:26). So David ‘overpaid’ his dowry. 

 

(3) David had to flee to the enemy’s territory of Philistine and sought 

protection from King Achish of Gath by pretending to be a mad man (1 

Sam 21:12). So David was ‘caught between the rock and hard place’.  

 

(4) David and his men then went to seek shelter and protection under 

another enemy of Israel, the King of Moab, (1 Sam 22:3). David’s motley 

band was a bunch of 400 men, people in trouble, debtors, discontented 

people (1 Sam 22:2). In other words: a bunch of “losers”. But God turned 

this bunch of “losers” into great fighting men, leading a life of banditry to 

survive.  

 

(5) David hid in caves and in the wilderness in Engedi to escape from King 

Saul. It was in the cave at Adullam that David could have filled Saul while 

he was easing himself in the same cave David was hiding. Saul had 

brought along 3,000 soldiers to kill David. But David refused to kill King 

Saul because he was God’s anointed. (1 Sam 24:3 & 6) 
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The 2nd time David spared King Saul’s life was when he and his men 

crawled into King Saul’s camp at Hakilah where he removed Saul’s spear 

while he was sleeping (1 Sam 26). While King Saul twice tried to kill 

David, twice David spared King Saul’s life. That was the difference 

between David and Saul (1 Sam 13:14). Even King Saul acknowledged, 

“You are a better man than I am, for you have repaid me good for evil.” 

(1 Sam 24:17). 

 
So King Saul hunted David day after day, but God didn’t let him be found. 
(1 Sam 23:14). Also in verse 17 (same passage), we read about Jonathan 
assuring David “Don’t be afraid, my father will never find you! You’re 
going to be the King of Israel, and I will be next to you.” What a 
tremendous encouragement and reassurance. And what a friend (bear in 
mind Jonathan was King Saul’s own son). 
 

(6) Back to the Philistine territory to seek protection. (1 Sam 27) 

Having ran out of places to hide, David figured out that the safest place 
to hide was to escape to the Philistines, Israel’s greatest enemy. 
Remember, David had earlier killed Goliath. King Saul would stop 
pursuing him. So David went and seek protection from King Achish of 
Gath the 2nd time. King Saul stopped pursuing him. David and his men 
lived in Ziklag until King Saul (and Jonathan) were killed in battle with the 
Philistines. 

 

David Anointed King of Judah & Israel 
 

After David heard the news that King Saul and Jonathan were killed in battle; 

he sought the Lord as to whether he should return to Judah. The Lord affirmed 

his return, so David returned to Hebron, Judah. The leaders came to David and 

crowned him King of Judah (2 Sam 2:4) at the age of 30 years old. He ruled 

Judah for 7½ years (2 Sam 2:11). After defeating the armies loyal to King Saul, 

David was crowned King of Israel at the age of 37 years old. Altogether he ruled 

Israel and Judah for 40 years. 

 
How long was David’s “waiting-room” experience? 

 

How long was David’s ‘waiting-room’ experience? The answer is that we don’t 

really know because we don’t know at what age was David anointed by Samuel 

(starting point of David’s ‘waiting-room’ experience). However, we do know that 

David became King of Judah at the age of 30 yrs old and King of Israel at the 

age of 37 yrs old. (end of ‘waiting-room’ experience). 
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We know that when David was 1st anointed by Samuel, he was a young lad 

because he was not conscripted into the army. In other words, David was a 

minor. Let us assume his age was 16 yrs. old (or thereabout). By the time David 

was eventually crowned King of Israel (and Judah) at the age of 37 yrs. old, he 

would have waited 21 yrs. And King Saul would have been pursuing David for 

nearly 14 yrs. (because King Saul died when David was anointed King of 

Judah at 30 yrs. old). So we can make an educated guess that David’s 

‘waiting-room’ period would have been around 20 yrs. And that’s a pretty 

long time. 

Perhaps it’s not the length of King David’s ‘waiting-room’ experience that 

matters, but the intensity of his experience. No one can doubt the extreme 

suffering David went through. It was David’s dark period before he became 

King, but it was also one of the brightest periods for us because it was during 

this ‘waiting-room’ period he penned some of the immortal Psalms (e.g. Psalm 

13). Half of the book of Psalms is believed to be written by King David. 

 

3.  How Did David Cope With His ‘Waiting-room’ Experience? 

What lessons can we learn from David’s ‘waiting-room’ experience? 

 

(i)   Trust in God’s Unfailing Love (Psalm 13) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Psalm 13 (The ‘Waiting-Room’ Psalm) 

1. How long, O Lord, will you forget me? Forever? How long will you look the 
other way? (ignore) 

2. How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul with sorrow in my heart 
everyday? How long will my enemy have the upper hand? 

 

 

 

 
16 yrs (?) 

21 yrs 

14 yrs 30 yrs 37 yrs 

1st (Private) 

Anointment           

(King of Israel) 

2nd Anointment: 

King of Judah            

(Saul died) 

 

3rd Anointment: 

King of Israel    

(& Judah) 

David’s Waiting Room Period 
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I call this the ‘Waiting-Room’ Psalm. Here we see David began by lamenting, 
“How long, how long?” But he ended by saying he would “rejoice” and he would 
“sing” to the Lord. What has happened here? How could David be lamenting in 
the beginning and rejoicing at the end? Had his circumstances changed? No. 
King Saul was still pursuing him relentlessly to kill him. So what had changed? 
David’s circumstances did not change. It was his perspective of the 
circumstances that changed. How did his perspective change? In his suffering 
and in waiting for God’s deliverance, he remembered who his God is. He 
remembered God’s unfailing love. He remembered God’s love never failed 
no matter what his circumstances may be. So he could continue to trust God in 
whatever circumstance he was in. 
 
We cannot choose the circumstances that come our way but we can 
choose the way we respond to our circumstances. 

 
(ii)   Ask God to strengthen you 

When David and his men were conscripted to join the Philistines to fight Israel 
while he was under the protection of King Achish, his town of Ziklag was 
destroyed by the Amalekites. They took away their women and children. David’s 
men rose against him and wanted to stone David to death. Can you imagine, 
here was David hiding among the Philistines to escape from King Saul and now 
his own men wanted to kill him. He was caught ‘between the rock and a hard 
place’ again. It must have been one of David’s lowest moments. But in this deep 
crisis, we read in 1 Sam 30:6 : “David found strength in the Lord his God.”  

Sometimes we find ourselves so burdened and weighed-down by our ‘waiting-
room’ situation that we have no strength to do anything else. Don’t give up. Ask 
God for His strength. Ask for His mercy which is new every morning. His grace 
will see us through – one day at a time. 
 

(iii) We need a ‘Jonathan’ or be a ‘Jonathan’ 

You’ll recall that while King Saul was relentlessly pursuing David in the 

wilderness in Engedi, Jonathan told David 2 things: (i) my father, King Saul, will 

never find you; and (ii) you’ll be King of Israel and I will be by your side. 

What a great encourager Jonathan must have been to David. Not only he 

expressed his confidence that his father will not find David (because God’s hand 

was on David); he also reminded David that he will be King of Israel and he 

5. But I trusted in your unfailing love. I will rejoice because you have 
rescued me. 

6. I will sing to the Lord, because He has been good to me”      (NIV) 
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intended to be by David’s side on the throne (which did not happen because 

Jonathan was killed).  

So as we go through a ‘waiting-room’ experience, we may need a ‘Jonathan’ 

to be by our side. Or better still, be a ‘Jonathan’ to someone going his/her 

‘waiting-room’ experience. So do you have a ‘Jonathan’? Or better still, are you 

a ‘Jonathan’ to someone?  

 

(iv) Wait Upon The Lord & Hope in God 
 
One of the things that David always did during the ‘waiting-room’ period was he 
constantly sought the Lord for direction.  
 
You’ll recall David going to see the King of Moab to seek protection. He asked 
the King: “Would you let my father and mother live here under your royal 
protection until I know what God is going to do for me?” (1 Sam 22:3).  
 
You will also recall when David received the tragic news that King Saul and 
Jonathan were killed, he sought the Lord as to whether he should return home. 
He did not just rushed home with his band of men now that Saul was dead. 
Listen to this conversation between David and the Lord in 2 Sam 2:1 “….David 
asked the Lord, “Should I move back to Judah?” And the Lord replied, “Yes”. 
Then David asked, “Which town should I go to?” And the Lord replied, “Hebron”.  
 
David would constantly wait and ask God for His direction before deciding what 
to do next. One thing David never did was to ‘move ahead of God’.  

 

Closing 

As I grow older, I’m learning to trust God more and more. When I was younger 
I was a less patient person. Being a ‘Kanchiong’ (impatient) person, I would 
make my decision first and hope that God would ‘rubber stamp’ my decision. 
That had led me into rather disastrous situations. I’m learning more now not to 
move ahead of God. I’m more sensitive to seek God’s will. 

 
God led Israelites through pillar of cloud & fire 

Perhaps we can learn from the way the Lord led the Israelites during the 40 
years wandering to the Promised Land. Since they didn’t have a compass and 
no maps, God led the Israelites through a pillar of cloud (by day) and a pillar of 
fire (by night). Numbers 9:15-22 tells us that: -  

“When the cloud lifted over the sacred tent (i.e. Tabernacle), the people of Israel 
followed it. And wherever the cloud settled, the people of Israel camped” (v 17) 
“If the cloud remained over the Tabernacle for a long time, the Israelites stayed 
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for a long time…Sometimes the cloud would stay over the Tabernacle for only 
a few days, so the people would only stay for a few days.” (v 19 & 20) 

“Whether the cloud stayed above the Tabernacle for 2 days, a month or a year, 
the people of Israel stayed in camp and did not move. But as soon as it is lifted, 
they broke camp and move on” (v 22). 

Of course, we cannot do exactly what the Israelites did. God don’t lead us by 
pillar of cloud and pillar of fire today. But we have something even better, the 
Holy Spirit inside. We need to listen more to the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
inside us. Whether God leading us by pillar of cloud and fire or the Holy Spirit, 
the principle is the same. What I am saying is: We need to need to lead a more 
God-led life. Is your life a God-led life? 

 

 


